
 
 

COURSE SYLLABUS 
 

Language A:  Literature, International Baccalaureate, Higher Level 
English 4 (Juniors) & English 5 (Seniors) 

Mr. Nigro  /  Northwestern High School, Room A-111 
 

 
 
Goals:  The International Baccalaureate program aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable, and caring young 
people by promoting intercultural understanding and respect.  The two-year higher level English course requires 
students to actively engage with literature in order to embrace a working methodology evidenced by 
independent thought and the creative analysis of traditional and modern literary texts. 
 
Weblogs:  All relevant information, including course maps, required readings, descriptions of assignments, 
rubrics, resources, links, class news, etc., is available on-line at http://ibsmart.edublogs.org (English 4, “Gregor’s 
Bedroom”) and http://ibsmarter.edublogs.org (English 5, “Chester’s Attic”). 
 
Grades:  Students will be assessed in the form of tests, papers, or optional projects after each of the required 
readings, weighted equally.  In addition, there will be unannounced comprehension quizzes on the readings, 
and students will be required to post regular reflections on readings on the blog.  Essay tests for juniors are 
open book, but not for seniors.  Seniors must complete the scheduled readings in the Spring semester before 
the unit begins.  IB assessments are separate but may be incorporated into grading as appropriate. 
 
Required Readings, Junior Year: 
Franz Kafka, Metamorphosis (and selected stories) 
Dante Alighieri, Divine Comedy Part 1:  Inferno 
Shusaku Endo, Silence  
Henry Thoreau, Walden 
Cormac McCarthy, The Road 
Herman Melville, Moby Dick *                             * to be read during the Summer prior to the start of class 
 
IB Assessments, Junior Year (percent of final IB course grade): 
Part 1 – Works in Translation:  300-400 word Reflective statement; 1200-1500 word Written Assignment (25%) 
Part 4 – Options—American Classics:  Individual Oral Presentation, 10-15 minutes (15%) 
 
Required Readings, Senior Year: 
Charlotte Bronte, Jane Eyre * 
William Shakespeare, Macbeth 
John Donne, Selected Poems (20) 
Joseph Conrad, Heart of Darkness 
Virginia Woolf, Mrs. Dalloway 
Kazuo Ishiguro, The Remains of the Day 
Ian McEwen, Atonement                             * to be read during the Summer prior to the start of class 
 
IB Assessments, Senior Year (percent of final IB course grade): 
Part 2 – Detailed Study:  Individual Oral Commentary & Discussion, 20 minutes (15%) 
Paper 1 Exam – written commentary on an unseen poem or prose extract, 2 hours (20%) 
Paper 2 Exam – based on 2 or more works from Part 3 (literary genres: novels), 2 hours (25%) 
 
Miscellaneous Information:   
 Honor Code violations have serious consequences and may result in dismissal from the program. 
 In-class assessments missed due to absence must be made up on the day the student returns to class.   
 Late work is not accepted without prior arrangement and/or with an excuse provided by a parent.   
 Students should obtain personal paperback copies of the required texts (not e-books) for annotation. 
 Electronic devices are permitted for use in class at the teacher’s direction only; they cannot be used during 

IB assessments.  No phones or iPods are allowed for any reason at any time during instruction. 
 Contact Mr. Nigro via e-mail during school days at pnigro@rhmail.org or weekends at panigro@mac.com.  


